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Japanese wished to do in their own country and carefully mind-
ing their own business, which was trade and not religion. At
first they were still obliged to watch their step, for the Spaniards
did not lose the last of their trading-posts in Japan until 1624,
Meanwhile the few remaining Portuguese had been forced to
withdraw to a small artificial island that had been constructed
in front of the old Portuguese settlement on the mainland. The
name of this little island was Dcshima, or Dccima, and in order
to discourage the Japanese from trading with the enemy an
edict had been passed forbidding all Japanese, under pain of
death, from setting foot on it. When it was found impossible
to enforce this rule, since many Japanese were curious to sec
the world and smuggled themselves on board foreign vessels,
the matter was settled by the threat that anyone in Japan who
dared to construct a ship large enough to cross the ocean would
be beheaded.

Next all half-breeds with Spanish or Portuguese blood in their
veins were expelled from the empire. Again, two years later,
it was discovered that in spite of these drastic regulations Portu-
guese Jesuits continued to smuggle themselves into Japan, and
an order was given that every Portuguese ship found within the
jurisdiction of the Mikado should be burned after the crew had
been put to death.

All this seemed so completely opposed to the leniency for-
merly exhibited by the Japanese officials that the Portuguese in
Macao, on the Chinese mainland, felt that it could not last. They
hated to lose their excellent Japanese connexions, which had
been most profitable, arid so they decided to send a delegation
to plead with the Japanese and convince them that from now on
there would be no further trouble with any Jesuits. The Japanese
did not object They permitted this peace expedition to land*
Then they decapitated the four envoys and fifty-seven of their
suite and sent the remaining thirteen back to Macao with die
message: " Please forget about us, and just behave as if we did
not exist."